"(LET MIT
PEOPLE
"GO"
Some practical proposals
for dealing with Hitler's

f

MASSACRE OF
THE JEWS
ond an t^A ^**l to
THE BRITISH

PUBLIC
TOR GOLLANCZ

3

D
Mt

I

NOTE
THE P R A C T I C A L P R O P O S A L S made instils
pamphlet are not original : they have &e£n
variously worked out by several individuals
and organisations with special knowledge of
the subject, to whom my thanks are due.
But I take sole responsibility for everything
here written.
• V. G.

%

First published (100,000) in January, 1943
Second impression (50,000) January, 1943

4
Published by

VICTOR

G O L L A N C Z LTD

14 HENRIETTA STREET, COVENT

_^^^^^^
-.:.,-.-,->4^:
•••;.

CHRISTMAS

DA Y, 1942

I
* '*
NUMMARY: WHAT IS HAPPENING AND WHAT
YOU CAN DO

I am told that many of the people who buy a pamphlet do not
read it through, and that therefore it is desirable to begin, rather
than to end, with a summary. Very well.
(1) Of the six million Jews or so who were living at the outbreak of the war in what is at present Nazi-occupied Europe, a
high proportion—say between one and two million—have been
deliberately murdered by the Nazis and their satellites.
(2) No discrimination has been made in favour of pregnant
women, babies, children, the sick, or the very old. On the contrary, discrimination, such as it is, has been in favour of men
from whom an adequate last ounce can be got in Germaji war
factories.
(3) The murders have taken the form of random shootings,
mass shootings, mass electrocutions, mass poison-gassing, and
transportation in conditions which inevitably involve death
during the journey. This is over and above slow starvation by the
allotment of hopelessly inadequate rations, or no rations at all.
(4) This treatment has been carried out with the greatest
conceivable inhumanity, and has involved the maximum of
hopelessness and despair. In particular, helpless children have
•had to face the fear of a torturing death without the strengthening
sympathy of their parents, and their parents have had to know
- that they were doing so.
(5) All this is part, not of war, but 'of a quite deliberate
policy, openly proclaimed, of exterminating the Jewish population of. Europe.
(6) This policy, which has been pursued since the outbreak
of the war, has been greatly speeded up during the last fevF
months. It is now reaching its climax. Unless something effective
is done, within a very few months these six million Jews will all
be dead, except the fifty thousand or so in the countries at
* present negtiral/ and perhaps a few tens of thousands whom
•

Hitler may find it convenient to work to the last ounce of their
strength in his own war factories.
(7) What, then, is being done P
(8) CJntila month or so ago—until, that is to say, a million
or two had already been murdered—little of what was happening
reached the general public. Governments and even experts, I
-presume, questioned the evidence : waited till it became irrefutable. A few humanitarians did what they could behind the
scenes : and that was all. Then at last, during December, the facts
were widely published, and on December 17th Mr. Eden made a
statement of policy in the House of Commons.
(9) This is the Government's policy, as stated by Mr. Eden :
that, when the war is over, " those responsible for these crimes
shall not escape retribution." Just that, and nothing more, In
response to a question, Mr. Eden added that vengeance (or retribution, as it is called) would be exacted against " all persons who
can properly be held responsible for these crimes, whether they
are the ringleaders or the actual perpetrators of the outrages,>r
(10) No one could doubt the genuineness and warmth of
Mr. Eden's sympathy; but this " policy/' it must be plainly
said, will not,save a single Jewish life. Will the death, after the
war, of a Latvian or Lithuanian criminal, or of a Nazi youth
who for ten years has been specially and deliberately trained to
lose his humanity—will the death of these reduce by one jot or
tittle the agony of a Jewish child who perhaps at this very
moment at which I write on Christmas day, three hours after
the sweet childish carol, ' O come, all ye faithful/ was broadcast
before the seven o'clock news, is going to her death in a sealed
coach, her lungs poisoned with the unslaked lime with which
the floor is strewn, and with the dead standing upright about
her, because there is no room for them to fall ? In what scale
will Almighty God weigh the future death against the present,
and hold that the one ' compensates ' for the other ? And, if
there is a judgment—and, surely, every man's act is its own
judgment—what must be the judgment against any who may
satisfy themselves with cries of future retribution, but do almost
nothing to prevent, as they might prevent, present fear and
torture and death ?
(11) I shall be told that " the best way to save these people
is to win the war." Of course : but what chance is there of
winning it in time to save,them ? There are practical things that
might be done now, though very soon it may be too late—things

which would not interfere with the winning of the war, and might
perhaps even hasten it by showing oppressed people all over the
earth that we do desperately loathe cruelty and oppression and
are willing to do our very utmost to prevent it even when it
affects " only foreigners/' What are these things that might be
done ?
(12) What follows is the barest summary of proposals. Some
of them will be dealt with at greater length in later sections. The
aim throughout is simply the saving of life now. If all these proposals were adopted and succeeded, a great many lives would be
saved ; if even one of these proposals were adopted, some lives
would be saved. And think of yourself foF a moment, and consider
whether it is not worth while to save even a single life from the
extremities of fear and pain and despair, which are far worse than
death.
(a) The United Nations should at once confer, in order to work
out a concerted plan of rescue. In working out the plan, all the
points mentioned below should be taken into consideration :
what is possible in the case of each country, neutral or allied,
should be considered, how the plan for one country may dovetail
into the plan for another, what quid pro quo's are necessary in each
case, and so on.
(b) The United Nations should approach Germany and other
enemy countries through the Protecting Power or Powers,* or
other appropriate intermediaries, to allow Jews—and particularly parents and children—to emigrate, to grant them exit visas,
and give them transportation facilities to points at frontiers
whence the emigrants could be taken to places of refuge. Negotiations were conducted with the enemy through the Protecting
Powers about the shackling of prisoners : isn't the saving of
millions of lives even more important ? What is the case for this
proposal ? As Miss Eleanor Rathbone has pointed out, the offer
would be either refused or accepted. If refused, that would strip
Hitler of the excuse that he cannot afford to fill useless mouths,
and would so strengthen the resistance of all decent people in
enemy-occupied countries. If accepted, it would not frustrate the
economic blockade, because Hitler's alternative is not feeding but
* A friend who has kindly read this pamphlet in proof suggests that
the approach would more effectively be made, not by the United Nations
acting officially through the Protecting Powers, but unofficially by the
neutrals at the request of the United Nations, and against indemnification
of costs.
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extermination. The greatest difficulty is that of providing transport, shipping and places of refuge for large numbers. But the
pace could be regulated and the resources of Christendom, if
mustered, should surely suffice. Of course the danger of bringing
in possible spies and fifth columnists in the guise of refugees
would have to be guarded against. But this could be done, as at
present, by interning all about whom there was any doubt until
their cases had been investigated.
(c) Every possibility should be explored for the exchange of
Jews in enemy-occupied territories against similar categories of
enemy nationals. This would not alter the balance of effective
man-power on either side ; but in any event there could be no
valid objection to the proposal so far as the categories of young
children and old people were concerned.
(d) Whether or not proposals (b) and (c) succeeded, what follows is of the utmost urgency, in view of the fact that some Jews
are still managing to escape.
(e) Of the European neutrals, some are at present allowing a
limited number of refugees to pass through their territories, while
others, it is understood, would allow a further number to enter if,
but only if, those at present interned in their territories were got
away. The United Nations, accordingly,
(1) Should make arrangements to evacuate at the earliest
possible moment the refugees at present in these neutral
countries ;
(2) Should encourage these neutrals to allow the entry of
as many more refugees as possible by guaranteeing that they
would be evacuated at the earliest practicable moment, and
at any rate after the war;
(3) Should further encourage these neutrals by guaranteeing food and money for the maintenance of the refugees.
(/) There should be an approach, in a systematic and planned
fashion, to the South American States, in order to discover how
many refugees, evacuated through the European neutrals, they
would be willing to receive, either for the period of the war or
permanently : and what arrangements, financial or otherwise, it
would be necessary to make. Such an approach is particularly
important in the case of the larger States with substantial Jewish
communities, which would undertake to bear the responsibility
for the refugees.
(g) Temporary camps should be immediately established in
North Africa, Cyprus, Kenya, etc., so that, pending evacuation

to a more permanent home, the flow of refugees through the
European neutrals should not be impeded. To such camps might
be sent, especially, refugees who might be considered unsafe for
unconditional release, until they had been " vetted."
(A) The International Red Cross should be approached to
undertake the supervision of the work of evacuating the refugees,
and suitable assistance should be given by way of additional and
qualified personnel especially fitted for this kind of work.
(/') It is clear that, for geographical reasons, many escaping
refugees could reach Palestine far more easily than any other
haven. Moreover, the Jewish population there is prepared to
take the fullest responsibility for the largest number. Many of the
refugees could find work immediately in agriculture and industry.
Palestine has considerable experience in the reception of children
from European countries and of their training in agriculture and
other occupations. The machinery of the Youth Aliyah organisation could be used for this purpose. As regards invalids and people
above working age—in so far as they had no relatives in Palestine
who could look after them—the Palestine Jewish Community and
the Jewish Agency for Palestine would be prepared to carry the
burden involved in maintaining them.
But except to an extent quite insignificant in proportion to the
need, the doors of Palestine are dosed to these despairing men,
women and children. They must be opened. The policy of treating
Jewish refugees to Palestine as illegal immigrants who may not be
admitted must immediately be reversed. This is an act at once within
our power, without the necessity for any previous conference or
discussion with other countries. It may very soon be too late. Then
those who did nothing while there was yet time will bear a share of the
responsibility for the murder of Jewish children, just as they bear
a share of the responsibility for the murder of Jews now being
sent East from formerly ' unoccupied ' France, who were not rescued
when they still might have been rescued.
(j] It is particularly important that shipping should be provided at Lisbon, in so far as war exigencies permit, as a considerable volume of evacuation from France, Italy, Belgium and
Holland could be directed through Spain and Portugal. It is still
far easier to escape from Western Europe than from Poland, but
time is terribly short, for every day Jews are being sent from
the West by the thousands to the slaughter camps in Poland.
(k) I have left the simplest, the most urgent, the most immediately practicable proposal to the end ; and now I hardly dare to
set it down, for fear that the accusation it involves will not be

believed by the generous British public. Quite clearly, everything
already suggested depends, both, psychologically and practically,
on the United Nations themselves providing for these hunted
people every bit of sanctuary that they can. How, for instance,
can the United Nations appeal to the South American States to
take a quota of refugees : how can they beg the European
neutrals to provide transit facilities : if they, the United Nations,
keep their own doors locked, bolted, and barred ? And I want to
come down to brass tacks and to speak, not of the United Nations,
but of Great Britain. For listen to the fact: listen to what we
were doing, or not doing, at the very moment when Mr. Eden
was announcing the " policy " of retribution against the Nazi
criminals. Let me quote Miss Rathbone's words in the News
Chronicle of December 17th, the day of Mr. Eden's statement :
" Few people realise the rigidity of the regulations by which
the Home Secretary now controls the entry of refugees to this
country and the corresponding regulations affecting the Colonies.
Except for Allied nationals specially asked for by their Governments and a few children who cannot in effect be brought here,
the door is practically barred. . . . The first step, therefore, is to
demand the revision of these regulations, so that refugees for whom
the only chance of escape from torture and death is a visa for a safe
country shall no longer be met at every turn by the notice ' you may
not enter here.' The whole matter has larger implications. The
settlement during and after the war of refugees, especially the
Jews, concerns not only the Home Office, but also the Foreign
Office, the Dominions and the Colonies.
" It should not be regarded as the principal concern of a Home
Secretary, over-burdened with other departmental duties and
now a member of the War Cabinet. . . . The refugee question is
too big for that. It deserves the undivided attention of an internationally minded Minister who could view the problem as a
whole, deal with its present developments in co-operation with
the other relevant Ministers and plan for its future. If that had
been done several years ago it might have prevented incalculable
suffering and saved tens of thousands of lives."
I add an extract from a letter of Major-General Sir Neill
Malcolm to The Times of December 22nd :
" But are these difficulties really so insuperable now that the
sympathy of the world has been aroused by incredible suffering ?
It is well known that in this country there is a shortage of every
class of labour. Could not we receive a considerable portion of the
4,000-5,000 Jewish refugees now in Spain and Portugal waiting

for a chance to go oversea before'Hitler's long arm is stretched out
to reach them ? Has appeal been made to Mr. de Valera on behalf
of the children who have lost their parents, their homes, and even
their names ? Could not room be found in the military forces for a
few thousand of these miserable people ? Only a few thousand
have now any hope of rescue. Is it really true that in the whole
world no room can be found for them ? At the worst might they
not be taken into reception camps, and each one of us forego one
or two mouthfuls a day in order to provide the necessary food ? A
promise that at some future date both ringleaders and actual
perpetrators of the outrages will be brought to book is but cold
comfort for, as I have said, it saves no lives."
It should be added that the present rigidity is all the more to be
deplored because before the war, whatever may be thought of
our official policy, the attitude- of the public was one of the most
open-hearted generosity. It should also be added that, if the
British Government alone is here indicted, that is because
Englishmen, to whom this pamphlet is addressed, are not responsible for other Governments. But there is little doubt that
an at least equally strong case might be made out against the
Government of the U.S.A., which has been—and is—as rigid
as our own in its restrictions on the entry of refugees during
wartime, though it can plead neither crowded territory nor
limited food supplies.

I want to say a word before I close this section, a word which
may sound personal but has far wider implications. I already hear
one or two people saying, " Your ancestors wrere freely admitted
to this country ; they, and you, have lived here with no disabilities and with little, if any, discrimination. It would become
you to show gratitude. Leave any attack or agitation, necessary
or otherwise, to others ; as a Jew, be silent/'
*.». '
Let me make the position clear on behalf, not only of myself,
but of all self-respecting Jewry. There can be no one in this island
who loves it more than I do ; it is my country, and I know no
other. But before I am either an Englishman or a Jew I am a
man, with the rights and dignity of a man. Few people now seem
to believe in the Rights of Man, that doctrine or truth which
flamed like a torch, with its great message of hope, through the
eighteenth century, and is now all but extinguished in a murk of
horror and despair. And yet it is the only doctrine that can save
the world. So I do not show gratitude for being treated as a human

being ; • for to do so would be to insult humanity. Nor do I keep
silent ; for, even if I did not believe, as I do believe, that I must
speak as a Jew, the duty to speak as a man would still be
absolute. And it is as a man also that you, reader, are asked to
listen.

II

AN APPEAL
Will you wash your hands of responsibility for all this, as
Pilate did ? Will you pass by on the other side ? I cannot believe
you will, because that would be contrary to the very essence of
the British character. But if you will, it can only be because you
do not use your imagination : because you fail to put yourself in
the other man's place : because you do not ask yourself, " What
should 7 be thinking and suffering if it were happening to me! "
If you saw a child playing in your own street, and knew that,
unfess you took some action within your power, it would be sent
to a torturing death before the day was out, would you fail to
act ? No : then will you fail to act now ? Does a little child in
Warsaw suffer less and, God forgive us, fear less than a child ir
London, or Leeds, or whatever your town or village may be ?"
In the next section some detail will be given of the horror to
which no more than a reference has so far been made. As you read
it do something, I beg you, which is as painful as it is necessary.
You will read that ten thousand Jews are being sent every day
from Warsaw to the slaughter camps further east : you will read
that one hundred and fifty men, women and children are being
packed into a sealed coach just bigtenough to hold forty, so that
when they arrive the living, the dying, and the dead fall out
together, and the peasants fly from the stench. Forget ' ten
thousand ' : forget' one hundred and fifty ' : or rather, remember them only for purposes of multiplication, and in order to
grasp the magnitude of the horror. For a few brief moments, be
just one of those human beings, whose body, with its nerves that
can suffer so, and whose mind and soul, with all their resources of
terror and despair, are concealed by the cold abstraction of ' one
hundred and fifty ' and ' ten thousand ' and ' six million/ And
then be another, and another. Be the mother flinging her baby

from a sixth-story window : be a girl of nine, torn from her
parents and standing in the dark of a moving truck with two
corpses pressed close against her : be an old Jew at the door of the
electrocution chamber. And only then, when you have been each
of these for a few short moments, do the multiplication.
You will then say, you will surely say, " What can I do ? "
Well, the practical measures by which some of these people may
still be saved have already been set down, and two of them will be
discussed more fully in later sections. Now the one thing you
cannot think is " That is a matter for the Government." We are a
democracy : I had almost said ' We are still a democracy ' : for
this is certain, that we shall not remain a democracy unless we
act like one. And in a democracy no Government can act in flat
defiance of the public wish, provided that it is sufficiently widespread, vocal, and determined. So what you have to do is, in Miss
Rathbone's words, to ask yourself " W7hat can / do^to influence
the Government, the Press, my M.P., my political party, Church,
Trade Union or other organisation to make it plain that the
Democracy, much as it cares for its own social security, cares even
more immediately for the immediate problem of how many of
these innocent men, women and children can be rescued from
torture and death ? "
How can you do it ? By writing letters to your M.P. (House of
Commons, S.W.I), to the Home Secretary, the Foreign Secretary
(Whitehall, S.W.I), and your local paper, by organising meetings,
passing resolutions—all the usual methods of democracy—urging
particularly that our own regulations for the admission of refugees
should be relaxed and the boldest possible measures of rescue
adopted. In this way you will put to shame any doubts, if doubts
there can really be, about your humanity. For, as I pass these
pages for press, I find Professor Laski writing in The Daily Herald:
-}. It is even whispered that a Minister of the Crown lectured a
deputation of men like Cardinal Kinsley . . . who thought that
Britain might provide a refuge for children for whom, otherwise,
there is little hope or none. He warned them that these victims
might, if British generosity were to save them, provoke an outburst of anti-Semitism in Britain."
Dare you refuse to do everything you humanly can ?
Dare you take upon yourself the responsibility of murder ?
For that is what it comes to. " A country," writes Mrs. Blanche
Dugdale in the Spectator, " that does not open its doors to those
who are hunted by murderers participates in the crime " ; and
you are the country.
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III
THE FACTS
Nothing is baser than ' atrocity mongering ' for its own sake
or, worse, for the sake of stirring up hatred against the enemy.
War is, in its own nature, one vast atrocity : and it is that about
which we should be thinking during the course of it, lest, when
it is over, we should devote our attention, not to the creation of
an international society which will make war impossible, but to
punishing the enemy—which usually means in effect preparation
for the next war, and then the next, and the next, and so on to
an infinity of degradation.
Only one motive can excuse insistence on horrible acts committed by an enemy Government: namely, the desire to save,
here and now, innocent people who might and would, if we were
silent, be the next batch of victims.
It is for that reason, and for that alone, that the reader is
asked to give the most careful attention to the Polish White
Paper which, after a few paragraphs, will be printed almost in
full. And he is asked to read it in the constructive spirit of " what
can I do to help ? " and not with a mood of mere fruitless
revenge. For, indeed, we all have much on our consciences. While
Hitler was persecuting the Jews from 1933 to 1939—not indeed
on the present scale, but hardly less horribly—did not the
Government of the day preserve complete silence ? And yet it
knew exactly what was happening, for almost immediately after
war had been declared it issued a White Paper giving all the
horrible details which it had been collecting, month after month,
during the period of its silence. Yes, it knew what was happening ;
but it used what was happening, not to save the victims when it
might have done so, but to stir up hatred of the enemy after war
had been declared.
One further word. We all know that, in war, there is a great
deal of lying propaganda on both sides : at this very moment
both Germany and Italy are accusing us of atrocities, with a good
deal of circumstantial detail and with an indignation which is
probably quite convincing to their own people. May it not be,
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therefore, that this alleged Polish horror is just another example
of wartime propaganda ? Should we not scrutinise every detail
with the utmost care ?
The point is well taken : but, for all that, it is not valid. I do
not mean that every word of the Polish White Paper, and of the
even more terrible supplementary documents issued by the Polish
Ministry of Information (not printed in this pamphlet) is unquestionably true : indeed, given human nature and the difficulty of
sifting evidence in war-time, any such thing would be most
unlikely. I will go further : there is one story that has gained
considerable currency which I quite flatly disbelieve. But as to
the main facts—not only the extermination, but the general
manner of the extermination—there cannot now be a shadow of
doubt.
For, apart altogether from the immense mass of evidence, not
only from Poland but from every European country, consider the
following. Anyone who has studied Hitler's mind, as revealed
both in his acts and in his utterances, cannot fail to be aware
that for this pitiful paranoiac there is one supreme idee fixe :
namely, that the Jews are a sub-race, that they are the cause of
all the ills of Germany and Europe, and that it is his, Hitler's,
literally divine mission to exterminate them.- This is his belief:
it is an- absolutely genuine belief, in so far as a madman's belief
can be called genuine : and perhaps the greatest of all the mistakes
that have been made in dealing with Hitler is not to understand
that when he says that he believes something, and that he intends
to do something, however incredible, he does believe it and he will
do it if he can. When, therefore, Hitler announced in February
of this year that " the Jew will be exterminated/' and when
on November 8th 1942 he said :
" On September 1st 1939 I said . . . that if Jewry started
this war in order to overcome the Aryan people, then it would
not be the Germans who would be exterminated. The Jews
laughed at my prophecies in Germany. I doubt if they are
laughing now. I can assure them that they will lose all desire to
laugh wherever they may be, and I shall be right in this prophecy,
too."
—when he said this he was not " making propaganda " : he was
stating a plain intention which, in his certainty of being right,
he was determined to carry out with all the force of his demonic
will.
And, given this determination : given the determination to
seize the opportunity of war and the occupation of Europe to
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exterminate six million Jews; does not all the rest follow ?
Killing on this scale is not a nice business : it cannot be entrusted
to ordinary people. Will you not, therefore, over a long period of
years, train up a special corps to undertake the work ? Will you
not carefully select just the individuals who may be most easily
perverted—often young men with special potentialities both for
good and for evil—so that, when they have been brutalised year
after year, by being made to commit brutal acts, they may at
last be ready to do your bidding ? (These are the special squads
of the S.S.) And because there will not be enough of them, will
you not recruit, for your murder squads, the very scum of the
criminal classes in other countries ? So we read, in the Polish
Ministry of Information Bulletin of December 1st:
" From Monday July 20th onward, the task of guarding the
ghetto bounds was entrusted to strong cordons of junaks, i.e.,
security battalions consisting of Lithuanians, Latvians, Ukrainians . . ."
and
" . . . Gestapo men, of whom there are only ten or so in the
ghetto areas, and ' white guards ' [i.e., non-Germans], of whom
there are fifty. Outside the ghetto the walls are guarded by
Ukrainians, Latvians, Estonians and Lithuanians, who fire at the
windows of Jewish houses if anyone shows himself."
And, having determined upon this vast extermination, will you
be nice about how you do it ? Will you provide comfortable and
roomy coaches to take the condemned to the place of execution ?
Will you be careful to keep families together ? Will you spare the
young, the old, the sick ? No : that would be grotesquely inconsistent : for simply to kill, to get rid of, to annihilate the subrace—anyhow, and as quickly as possible—that is your sacred
duty,.
Here, then, is the major part of the
POLISH GOVERNMENT NOTE
handed by the Polish Foreign Minister to the Allied Governments,
and reproduced in full in The Manchester Guardian of December
llth:
" . . . Most recent reports present a horrifying picture of the
position to which the Jews in Poland have been reduced. The new
methods of mass slaughter applied during the last few months
confirm the fact that the German authorities aim with systematic

13

deliberation at the total extermination of the Jewish population
of Poland and of the many thousands of Jews whom the German
authorities deported to Poland from Western and Central
European countries and from the German Reich itself. . . .
" The initial steps leading to the present policy of extermination of the Jews were taken already in October, 1940, when'the
German authorities established the Warsaw Ghetto. All the
Jewish inhabitants of the capital were at that time ordered to
move into the Jewish quarter assigned to them not later than
November 1st, 1940, while all the non-Jews domiciled within the
new boundaries of what was to become the ghetto were ordered to
move out of this quarter. The Jews were allowed to take only
personal effects with them, while all their remaining properties
were confiscated. All Jewish shops and businesses outside the new
ghetto boundaries were closed down and sealed.
" The original date for these transfers wras subsequently postponed to November 15th, 1940. After that date the ghetto was
completely closed, and its entire area was surrounded by a brick
wall, and the right of entry and exit was reserved only to the
holders of special passes issued by the German authorities. All
those who left the ghetto without such a pass became liable to be
sentenced to death, and it is known that German courts passed
such sentences in a large number of cases. . . .
" The food rations for the inhabitants of the ghetto amounted to
about a pound of 'bread per person weekly with practically nothing
else. As a result prices in the ghetto were on the average ten times
higher than outside, and mortality due to exhaustion, starvation
and disease, particularly during the last two winters, increased on
an unprecedented scale. During the winter 1941-42 the death-rate
calculated on an annual base had risen to 13 per cent., and during
the first quarter of 1942 increased still further. Scores of corpses
were found in the streets of the ghetto every day.
" The population of the ghetto was officially stated to amount to
433,000 at the time the ghetto was established, and in spite of the
appalling death-rate it was being maintained at this figure by
importations of Jews from Germany and from the occupied
countries, as well as from other parts of Poland.
" The outbreak of war between Germany and Soviet Russia and
the occupation of the eastern areas of Poland by German troops
Considerably increased the number of Jews in Germany's power.
At the same time the mass murders of Jews reached such dimensions that at first people refused to give credence to the reports
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reaching Warsaw from the eastern provinces. The reports, however, were confirmed again and again by reliable witnesses.
' " During the winter 1941-1942 several tens of thousands of
Jews were murdered. In the city of Vilna over 50,000 Jews were
reported to have been massacred and only 12,000 of them remain
in the local ghetto.
" In the city of Lwow 40,000 were reported murdered, in Rovno
14,000, in Kowel 10,000, 'and unknown numbers in Stanislawow,
Tarnopol, Stryj, Drohobycz, and many other smaller towns.
" At first the executions were carried out by means of shooting.
Subsequently, however, it is reported that the Germans applied
new methods, such as poison gas, by means of which the Jewish
population was exterminated in Cheim ; or by electrocution, for
which a camp was organised in Belzec, where in the course of
March and April, 1942, the Jews from the provinces of Lublin,
Lwow, and Kielce, to the number of tens of thousands, were
exterminated. Of Lublin's 30,000 Jewish inhabitants, only 2,500
still survive in the city.
" It has been reliably reported that on the occasion of his visit
to the General Government of Poland in March, 1942, Himmler
issued an order for the extermination of 50 per cent, of the Jew's
in Poland by the end of 1942. After Himmler's departure the
Germans spread the rumour that the -Warsaw Ghetto would be
liquidated as from April, 1942. This date was subsequently altered
to June. Himmler's second visit to Warsaw in the middle of July,
1942, became the signal for the commencement of the process of
liquidation, the horror of which surpasses anything known in the
annals of history.
" The liquidation of the ghetto was preceded on July 17th, 1942,
by the registration of all foreign Jews confined to the ghetto, who
were then removed to the Pawiak Prison. As from July 20th,
1942, the guarding of the ghetto was entrusted to special security
battalions, formed from the scum of several Eastern European
countries, while large forces of German police, armed with
machine-guns and commanded by S.S. officers, were posted at all
the gates leading into the ghetto. Mobile German police detachments patrolled all the boundaries of the ghetto day and night.
" On July 21st, at 11 a.m., German police cars drove up to the
building of the Jewish Council of the Ghetto in Grzybowska
Street. The S.S. officers ordered the chairman of the Jewish
Council, Mr. Czerniakow, to summon the members of the council,
who were all arrested on arrival and removed in the police cars to
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the Pawiak Prison. After a few hours' detention the majority of
them were allowed to return to the ghetto.
" About the same time flying squads of German police entered
the ghetto, breaking into the houses in search of Jewish intellectuals. The better-dressed Jews found were killed on the spot,
without the police troubling even to identify them. . . .
" In the morning of the following day, July 22nd, 1942, the
German police again visited the office of the Jewish Council and
summoned all the members who had been released from the
Pawiak Prison the previous day. On their assembly, they were
informed that an order had been issued for the removal of the
entire Jewish population of the Warsaw Ghetto, and printed
instructions to that effect were issued in the form of posters, the
contents of which are reproduced in annex 2 to this Note. Additional instructions were issued, verbally.
" The number of people to be removed was first fixed at 6,000
daily. The persons concerned were to assemble in the hospital
wards and grounds in Stawki Street, the patients of which were
evacuated forthwith. The hospital was close to the railway siding.
Persons subject to deportation were to be delivered by the Jewish
police not later than 4 p.m. each day. Members of the council and
other hostages were to answer for the strict fulfilment of the
order. In conformity with German orders, all inmates of Jewish
prisons, old-age pensioners, and inmates of other charitable institutions were to be included in the first contingent.
" On July 23rd, 1942, at 7 p.m., two German police officers again
visited the offices of the Jewish Council and saw the chairman,
Mr. Czerniakow. After they left him he committed suicide. It is
reported that Mr. Czerniakow committed suicide because the
Germans increased the contingent of the first day to 10,000 persons, to be followed by 7,000 persons on each subsequent day. Mr.
Czerniakow was succeeded in his office by Mr. Lichtenbaum, and
on the following day 10,000 persons were in fact assembled for
deportation, followed by 7,000 persons on each subsequent day.
The people affected were either rounded up haphazardly in the
streets or were taken from their homes.
"According to the German order of July 22nd, 1942, all Jews
employed in German-owned undertakings, together with their
families, were to be exempt from deportation. This produced an
acute competition among the inhabitants of the ghetto to secure
employment in such undertakings or, failing employment, bogus
certificates to this effect. . . .
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"The actual process of deportation was carried out with
appalling brutality. At the appointed hour on each, day the
German police cordoned off a block of houses selected for being
cleared of all Jews, entered the backyards, and fired their guns at
random as a signal for all to leave their homes and to assemble in
the yard. Anyone attempting to escape or to hide was killed on the
spot. No attempt was made by the Germans to keep families
together. Wives were torn from their husbands and children from
their parents. Those who appeared frail or infirm were carried
straight to the Jewish cemetery to be killed and buried there.
" After the contingent was assembled, the people were forcibly
packed into cattle trucks to the number of 120 in each truck,
which had room for 40. The trucks were then locked and sealed.
The floors of the trucks were covered with quicklime and chlorine.
As far as is known the trains were dispatched to three localities—
Treblinka, Belzoc, and Sobibor—into what the report describes
as' extermination camps.'
" The very method of transport was deliberately calculated to
cause the largest possible number of casualties among the condemned Jews. It is reported that on arrival in camp the survivors
were stripped naked and killed by various means, including
poison gas and electrocution. The interment of the dead was
effected by means of machinery in mass-produced graves.
"According to all available information, of the 250,000 Jews
deported from the Warsaw Ghetto up to September 1st, 1942, only
two small transports, numbering about 4,000 people, are kno\vn to
have been sent eastwards in the direction of Brest-Litovsk and
Malachowicze, allegedly to be employed on work behind the front
line. It has not been possible to ascertain whether any other of
the Jews deported from the Warsaw Ghetto still survive, and it
must be feared that they have all been put to death.
" The Jews deported from the Warsaw Ghetto so far included, in
the first instance, all the aged and infirm, while a number of the
physically strong have escaped so far because of their utility as
labour power. All the children from Jewish schools, orphanages
and children's homes were deported. . . .
" According to most recent reports, 120,000 ration cards were
distributed in the Warsaw Ghetto for the month of September,
1942, wjiile the report also mentions that only 40,000 such cards
were to be distributed for the month of October, 1942. The latter
figure is corroborated by information emanating from the
German Employment Office (Arbeitsamt), which mentioned the
namber of 40,000 skilled workmen as those who wrere to be
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allowed to remain in a part of the ghetto confined to barracks and
employed on German war production.
"The deportations from the Warsaw ghetto were interrupted
during five days between August 20th-25th. The German machinery for the mass slaughter of the Jews was during this interval
employed on the liquidation of other ghettoes in Central Poland,
including the towns of Falenice, Rembertw, Nowydwor, Kaluszyn, and Minsk Mazowiecki.
" It is not possible to estimate the exact numbers of Jews who
have been exterminated in Poland since the occupation of the
country by the armed forces of the German Reich. But all the
reports agree that the total number of killed runs into many
hundreds of thousands of innocent victims—men, women and
children—and that of the 3,130,000 Jews in Poland before the
outbreak of war, over a third have perished during the last three
years. . . .
ADDENDA
" For the purpose of burying the bodies a great bulldozer has
been taken to Treblinka, and this machine works without stopping. The stench of the decomposing bodies has nauseated all the
peasants for three miles around and forced them to flight."—
From a document issued by the Polish Ministry of Information.
" Railway trucks wait at the siding. The executioners thrust
up to 150 condemned persons into each. A thick layer of lime and
chlorine, over which water has been poured, is spread over the
floors. The truck doors are sealed. Sometimes the train sets off
immediately it is loaded, sometimes it stands in a siding for a
couple of days. . . . That is of no matter to anyone now. Of the
people packed in so tightly that the dead cannot fall and continue
to stand shoulder to shoulder with the living, of the people slowly
dying in the fumes of lime and chlorine, deprived of air, a drop of
water, food. . . ."—From a report of a Polish Underground Group,
published by the Polish Ministry of Information.

IV
OTHER COUNTRIES
• The following information is taken from the report of the InterAllied Information Committee, representative of the Allied
Governments in London.
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BELGIUM
The first deportations started in July, when the Jews, sum-manly called up, were herded together in stations and sent to
unknown destinations, probably in Silesia or Poland. They were
seen leaving Liege, then Charleroi, convoy after convoy. Men,
women and children were arbitrarily separated.
According to a German newspaper, 25,000 of the 52,000 Jews
living in Belgium in 1941 had been accounted for in this way up
to the end of November 1942. The statistics are German.
CZECHOSLOVAKIA
There were 90,000 Jews in Bohemia and Moravia and about
95,000 in Slovakia on the day of the German occupation.
In December last year a central Jewish home for old people
was established in Terezin, in Central Bohemia. By the end of
July this year 40,000 men and women aged between 65 and 80
were there, 10,000 of Czechoslovak origin.
In June this year the mass deportation of Czech Jews to Poland
set in. Up to the end of October more than 72,000 Jews left
Bohemia and Moravia (including 10,000 in Terezin).
In Slovakia on May 15th this year, a constitutional law was
passed by the totalitarian Slovak Parliament providing for the
expatriation and deportation of all Jews. 65,000 Jews, men,
women and children were deported to the Polish ghettoes up to
the end of October.
A special commission was set up at the Slovak Ministry of the
Interior on November 10th to consider the final solution of the
Jewish problem : the deportation of the remaining 20,000.
FRANCE
The great round-up of Jewrs in France began on the night of
July 12th this year, and in Paris reached its height on July 15th
and the following day.
The Vichy Government agreed to surrender to Germany all
" foreign " Jews in the Occupied Zone as it then was, and, in
addition, 10,000 Jews from the Unoccupied Zone. The number
of arrests greatly exceeded that figure, and by September 1942
it was estimated that 10,000 had already been deported to
Germany.
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THE NETHERLANDS
On July 13th a start was made with a scheme which will in
time clear the Netherlands of Jews. Jews between the ages of 18
and 40, numbering 60,000, were to be deported at the rate of
600 a day, each one being allowed to take only 33 Ibs. of luggage.
Their destination was Eastern Europe, where, under the usual
indescribable conditions, they will labour for the Germans.
It is the avowed intention of the Germans to see to it that bv
the end of 1943 there will not be a single Jew left in the Netherlands.
NORWAY
According to the last pre-war census, there were 1,400 professing Jews in Norway, out of a total Norwegian population of
approximately 2,900,000.
In Trondheim, between October 6th and 12th, all male Jews
over 16 were arrested.
On October 28th all male Jews over 15 were arrested in Oslo.
In the following days these arrests were extended to the whole
of Norway.
On November -26th the remaining Jews in Oslo—mostly
women, children and old men—were arrested. They were dragged
at 4.30 a.m. from their beds and driven to Oslo docks, where
they were stpwed on board a ship together with about 500 Jews
who had been brought from the concentration camp at Toensberg.
These Jews were thought to be on their way to Poland.
YUGOSLAVIA
Before April 6th last year, the date of the German armed
attack on Jugoslavia, Jugoslav Jewry numbered about 80,000
persons, together with upwards of 6,000 Jewish refugees from
Czechoslovakia, Poland and Germany.
In Bosnia and Herzegovina, Jews have suffered not only
because they are Jews, but also for their traditional loyalty to
the Jugoslav cause. But in other parts of " independent " Croatia
the extermination has been just as thorough. It was in the hands
of a special section of the Croatian Ustasha or Fascist guards.
That special section closed down on June 15th last year, its task
completed.
Apart from those who escaped to the forests and hills, and a
handful who for special reasons were granted " honorary Aryan
status," the Jews of Croatia had been annihilated.

